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The Trest leboard

LIVING UP T O OUR 
OBLIGAT IONS

A message about "radical sense of kindness" from 
Worshipful Gotos &  finding ways to assist  our 

brethren from Bro. Secretary Moore
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Cover: Esteemed Brother and Hiram Award Recipient 
John C. Pozar, r ight, poses with grandson John P. Pozar 

after the lat ter 's init iat ion into the Craft .
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From the East
Worshipful Sonny Gotos, Jr. 

BRETHREN & FRIENDS,
I  wish to extend my sincerest 
thanks to all the brethren and 
families who helped put on (and had 
fun at) our 1st Annual St. Patr ick's 
Day Party. In between corned beef 
and libat ions, I  had a moment to 
look around the room and one word 
came to mind: home.

One of the things that will measure 
our success as a Lodge is whether or 
not we truly t reat Morning Star as 
our second home -  and ult imately -  whether we treat each other as 
our second family. I  think we do a good job at that. 

In fact , that welcoming att itude isn't  just  something we show to 
each other. Many visit ing brethren are swept up in the feeling that 
they have known us for many years, even though it  may be their  
first  visit . Prospect ive brethren echo the same sent iment when they 
meet us for our Stated Meet ings or at  Stonecutters Club. 

I  am proud to be known as a member of Morning Star, a lodge that 
as one visit ing brother remarked is "T he fr iendliest  lodge in the 
whole state." T hat visit ing brother is now himself an affiliated 
member of Morning Star Lodge. 

However, it  is not enough for us to exhibit  this kind care, love, and 
protect ion to those who attend our meet ings. We must ever keep in 
mind our brethren who we haven't  heard from in a while. For 
whatever reason, whether it  be because they are gett ing up in 
years, don't  have a r ide to lodge, or are just  anxious about 
returning, let  us each and every one resolve to fulfill our oaths, find 
solut ions, and welcome these brethren back HOME. 

As a personal pledge, if you need a r ide to Lodge, feel free to call 
me and I  will dr ive you myself @ 209-210-2785. T here are dozens 
of brethren who are ready to do the same. 

With the approach of spr ing and the promise of renewal, let  us 
approach our dut ies as Masons boldly and with a radical sense of 
kindness. Everyone else seems to think Morning Star 's a lit t le 
unusual -  might as well make them r ight. 
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From the West
Bro. James L innerman, PM 

BRETHREN & FRIENDS,

T he spr ing is a t ime to reflect  and 

express thanks and grat itude for 

the blessing we have received, as 

the fruits of our labors and 

encourage us to cont inue.  T he 

generosity of the Great Architect  is among us.  T ry to give relief 

to those less fortunate and unable to care for themselves.  

T he Daughters of Boaz is our ?Widows? group.  T hey meet the 

second Sunday of each month at  U.J.?s Restaurant.  February the 

Master and several Brothers visited and enjoyed the company of 

the ladies.  T he ladies inquired if there would be a return of the 

Brothers, as they enjoyed the mutual exchange of conversat ion.  

Finally, the Rio Grande River, the Great Wall of China, and the 

38th parallel are all borders that separate men from other men, 

yet, Masonry knows no such demarcat ion.  On a Masonic level, we 

are able to interact with others around the world without regard 

of such transitory borders.  



4

Greetings From the Secretary?s Desk,

Usually, I write something in this column about paying 
your dues or some other special event that is coming in 
the near future.  I don?t see the value in that this month.  

This past month Morning Star has lost two brothers who 
were over 90 years old.   Collectively, they had 135 years 
of Masonic experience.   As I reflect on this fact, I was also 
stunned to learn that Morning Star has lost 13 brothers 
to the Great Architect during the period of July 1, 2018 
to the present.   Thirteen (13) brothers that we cannot 
learn from.   Thirteen (13) Brothers who have taken their 
Masonic history with them.   Quite honestly, I think that 
this is tragic.   

What is even more tragic than losing our brothers?   The 
fact that we did not know that we were losing our 
brothers.   Prior to the loss of one brother the Lodge 
received notice that he was in a bad way and about to leave 
us.   From the point that we learned of his imminent death 
to learning of his passing roughly an hour had passed.   
We learned of his extremely poor health not from a 
brother of our Lodge.   From a Lodge in Southern 
California!!   Let me repeat that in case you missed 
it? .from a lodge in Southern California!  That my 
brothers is a tragedy! 

I?m not pointing this out to make us feel bad.   I am 
pointing this out to have each one of us look in the mirror 
and ask ourselves.   How can we fix this?   

When I speak to new brothers, I often remind them that 

when they took their obligation we did too by and 
through the Worshipful Master who was kneeling at the 
altar with them.   How far does the obligation go?   Does it 
go to a social setting?   Perhaps small talk at the Lodge 
Bar B Que?   My Brothers it goes deeper than that.   It 
means that we take care of our brothers in good times and 
bad, and that includes their widows and orphans.

Currently, Morning Star has a total of 284 Members, and 
148 widows.   The average age of the member of Morning 
Star is a little under 63 years of age.   That means that 
roughly half of the members of Morning Star are above 
the age of 63 years old.   Our widows are probably within 
the same age range.  These are our Brothers who are 
perhaps living on a fixed income, no longer moving 
around like they used to, and certainly shouldn?t be on 
ladders.  They need our assistance. 

Now that this tragedy is before us and not lurking in the 
shadows it is time to mobilize.   How do we resolve this 
issue?   We each must look within ourselves and ask.   Is 
this way I want my parents treated?   Where is Masonry 
that my father or mother swore to me was so special and 
good?  Where are they?   Let us contact our most 
vulnerable Brothers and their widows and offer to change 
their vent filters, or smoke alarm batteries.   Check in on 
them so that we can take care of them.   Now is the time.    

Finally, in conclusion.    Pay your dues!!!  

Fraternally,
Roger A. Moore
Secretary of Morning Star

FROM THE SECRETARY'S TABLE
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SCOTTISH RITE NEWS
T he Chapter Rose Croix has several events throughout 
the year that it  is responsible for.  One of the most 
important is the observat ion of T he Remembrance and 
Renewal ceremony, also known as the Ext inguishing and 
Re-L ight ing of the lights.  I t  is in its simplest terms, a 
celebrat ion of the gift  of life.  Quot ing from the Forms 
and T radit ions of the Scott ish Rite, ?T he Ceremony of 
Remembrance and Renewal, including the Myst ic 
Banquet, is not a religious observance.  I t  is neither the 
Feast of the Passover nor a Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, although it  commemorates the spir it  of 
both days.?

T he evening begins with the Myst ic Banquet and then is 
followed by the ceremonial team ext inguishing the 
candles, followed by the officers of Rose Croix 
remembering the Brethren we?ve lost  this past year.  T he 
team then reappears, expressing their  hope in the future 
as the lights are re- lit .  I t  is t ruly an impressive event.  

I  hope you can join us this year.  T he ceremony is 
observed on Maundy T hursday which this year is Apr il 
18th.  Dinner reservat ions are required.  Reservat ions are 
not required for the ceremony.

T he officers and members are proud to share this special 
day with each other, and in spir it , with thousands of 
Masons and their  families throughout the world.

Fraternally,
John L . Baker, 33°

SHRINE NEWS
March signals the beginning of spr ing.   T he days get a 
lit t le longer, a lit t le warmer, the grass gets greener, the 
flowers start  to bloom and hay fever kicks into high 
gear? ? .maybe I  should stop.     

T his month?s meet ing for the Ben Ali Shr ine is T uesday, 
March 12, 2019 at 5:00 p.m..   T he theme is ?Service 
Animal Night?.  Part icipants will get the opportunity to 
meet many service animals that they use at the Children?s 
Hospital.   T hey will also get the opportunity to learn 
about the program.   

T he next scheduled meet ing for San Joaquin Shrine Club 
is Wednesday, March 20, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at  Miguel?s 
Mexican Restaurant, 7555 Pacific Avenue in Stockton.   
I f you are interested in the Shrine this is a great place to 
get started.   Come to dinner, have a beverage and meet 
the members of the San Joaquin Shrine Club.   I f you 
would like to at tend I  would suggest that you arr ive 
around 6:00 p.m. so that you have a good chance to visit .  

March 24, 2019 is Shr ine Night with the Stockton Heat.   
Come out to the Stockton Arena and enjoy a Hockey 
game and enjoy fellowship with Shr iners who are also 
fellow Masons.   Anyone is welcome.   Contact the Shrine 
office at  (916) 920-4107 for t ickets. 

T his year the emphasis for my term of office is 
membership.   I  would like to encourage all Master 
Masons to check out the Shrine.  I f you are interested 
contact me for an applicat ion.  I f you are a Shr iner who 
has perhaps demit ted or have been suspended for non 
payment of dues the Shrine has a great amnesty program 
where the payment of $35.00 will get you reinstated.   
Interested?  Have quest ions?   Give me a call at  (209) 
601-1448

Remember I t?s All About the K ids!!!! 

Roger A. Moore
San Joaquin Shrine Club President
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Brother Alva Richard Van Camp

Born March 22,   1922 

Raised January 27,  1944

Died February  27,  2019

Aged 96 Years,  11 Months,  5 Days

A 75 Year Member

Brother George Harvey Nimmo

Born September 11,  1927 

Raised July 28,  1959

Died March 8,  2019

Aged 91 Years, 6 Months, 25 Days

Served as Master of Keystone #161 in 2001

Walton Windel Jones

Born August 13,  1922

Raised May 25,  1964

Died February 13,  2019

Aged 96 Years, 6 Months

Soft and safe to thee, my brothers...

In Memor iam
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BETHEL 83 NEWS
Hello all!

What a month March was! We had a successful Grand 

Guardian?s Official Visit . T hank you to everyone who 

came out for that and showed support  of the Bethel 

Daughters. 

We had another successful Gourmet Pancake 

Breakfast. T hank you to Jim Sanborn and Matt  Harr is 

for cooking and for everyone who came and ate or 

donated. Looking forward to Apr il, we have our Bethel 

meet ings on April 9th and 23rd. 

We are having our Mystery T r ip on Saturday, Apr il 

27. Where are we going you ask? I t?s a mystery! Come 

and join us to find out! I f you know of any gir ls 

between the ages of 8 and 19 that would be interested 

in joining in on any of the Bethel?s fun act ivit ies please 

let  us know. 

I f you would like more information on any Bethel 

act ivit ies or about Job?s Daughters, please contact the 

Bethel Guardian or the Associate Bethel Guardian.  

Job?s Daughters Love,

Ashley Eberhard Jim Sanborn

Bethel Guardian Associate Bethel Guardian

(209)483-6793 (209) 570-7363 

Bethel83stockton@gmail.com 

jamesmacysanborn@gmail.com

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Gregory Beal - Apr il   3, 1951

Eric M Johnson - April   4, 1979

Larry N. Gilli land - April   6, 1967

Craig Santos PM - April   6, 1955

Ronald C. Allison - April   8, 1941

Henry J. Weaver, I I I - Apr il  11, 1977

David M. Anderson - April  12, 1947

Scott  Romine - April  12, 1978

Andrew E. Altes, PM - April  15, 1947

Daniel D. Hansen - April  17, 1981

James R. Shenefelt - Apr il  18, 1931

Andrew David - April  19, 1980

Zacarias N. Biagtan - April  20, 1971

Eliseo Paniagua Jr. - Apr il  20, 1991

Scott  P. McAlister - Apr il  23, 1965

Lawrence L . Luttrell - Apr il  23, 1938

Patr ick J. Baker - April  23, 1968

Rolando A. Buenaventura - April  24, 1957

Marc J. Cast illo Sr. - Apr il  24, 1954

Elliot  R. Bashelier - Apr il  26, 1944

William D. Coates - April  28, 1925

Raziel A. Pelaez - April  28 1988

Happy bir thday, brethren!
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Junior Warden Edward 
Berbano (center with potato) 
celebrates his winning of the 
1st annual Morning Star St. 
Pat 's Day Hot Potato Contest 
(that 's a mouthful!). 

Standing beside him, from left  
to r ight, are Bros. Jackson 
Faylor, Angel Mart inez, and 
Mike Serna. Can you tell they 
lost?

Worshipful Ernest McDonald, 
Junior Past Master, poses with 
Bro. Melvyn Escara on the 
night of his Raising. 

Bro. Escara was very moved by 
his degree. Allegedly, 
Worshipful McDonald could be 
heard whisper ing from the 
sidelines, "T hat 's not how we 
used to do it !"

T he brethren congregate after 
the March Stated Meet ing. 
Worshipful Virgil Ambida, 
bottom r ight, can be seen 
kindly reminding Bro. Jackson 
Faylor that he should brush up 
on his EA proficiency. 

Can you name everyone in this 
photo? 

Seen on Scene
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Masonic Postcards
Bro. Ralph B. Duncan,  PM 

John Hancock Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Methuen, Massachusetts  
excerpted from The Masonic Trowel @ www.masonictrowel.com

For over one hundred years the 
collect ing of postcards has been a 
hobby pursued by many in this 
country. Few members of the Craft  
however realize the Masonic 
aspects of such collect ing and 
these cards have long been 
neglected by general collectors of 
Masonic memorabilia.

Although government issued 
postals were used by Masons in the 
1870's and 1880's for pr inted 
meet ing not ices, death 
announcements, and mutual 
benefit  society assessments, the 
use of view cards, as we know them 
today, did not begin in this 
country unt il the Columbian 
Exposit ion in Chicago in 1893.

T he newly erected Masonic 
Temple on the northeast corner of 
State and Randolph Streets in 
Chicago became one of the show 
places in that city dur ing the 
Columbian Exposit ion. T he 
visitors to this first  "skyscraper" 
were able to r ide the elevator to 
the top and view the fair  grounds 
on the far south side of the city on 
a clear day.

T his building became the first  
known Masonic Temple to appear 
on postcards. T hrough the years it  
has appeared on the largest 
number of different pr int ings of 
any Masonic Building.

?

Private pr inters were granted 
permission by an act of Congress 
to pr int  and sell postcards which 
could be mailed at  the same cost as 
government postals on May 19, 
1898. T hese cards were known as 
"Pr ivate Mailing Cards." T he 
short  per iod from 1898 to 1901 
produced several cards of a 
Masonic nature.

?

Among the most collect ible 
Masonic postcards are those 
ent it led, "Are You A Mason?" T he 
first  set of six cards were 

copyr ighted by I rvin M. K line in 
1907. T hey were published by the 
Anglo-American Card Company 
and the Macoy Publishing 
Company of New York City.

T he t it les of these six cards are: 1 
T he Grand Lodge in Session, 2 
T he Masons at Work / T he 
Masonical Harmony, 3 Receiving 
the Password, 4 T he Init iat ion, 5 
Riding the Goat, 6 T he Mason's 
Wife Giving Away the Secret

T he influence for the t it les on 
these cards may well have been a 
farcical comedy by the same name, 
"Are You A Mason?" which 
appeared on Broadway in New 
York City in 1901. T he three act 
play by Leo Dietr ichstein was 
playing in England as late as 1911. 
T his play was adapted and 
translated from an or iginal 
German farce, "Logen Bruder" by 
Laufs and Kratz.

?

T he Macoy Publishing and 
Masonic Supply Company, while in 
New York City, produced and sold 
many Masonic postcards, both of a 
comic and ser ious nature. In later 
years, the Curt  Teich Company of 
Chicago became the largest 
producer of postcards of Masonic 
Temples. Today, thousands of such 
Masonic cards are in the company 
archives at the Lake County 
Museum in Wauconda, I llinois.

?

In recent years, interest has 
increased in cards which show 
inter ior views of Lodge rooms, and 
those of a real photographic at t ire. 
Real photograph cards at  one t ime 
were among the lowest pr ior ity 
among postcard collectors. Today 
we realize that these cards not 
only give the most accurate 
pictures of buildings, people and 
their  surroundings, but they also 
may have been a "one of a kind" 
item which was produced for the 
individual depicted in the photo.

? One way to assist  in preserving information 
about your own Lodge is to produce a 
postcard of your Masonic Temple. As Lodges 
consolidate and buildings are sold, or new 
buildings erected, postcards may be the only 
picture of some of our buildings.

As in most specialized collect ing, items are 
not easily found. Most of the Masonic 
postcards are bought and sold through 
specialized ant ique dealers and at postcard 
shows where these dealers are present. Rarely 
do they appear for sale at  flea markets and at 
ant ique dealers within local communit ies 
unless it  is of a local view.

As a renewed interest in collect ing of 
postcards in general has occurred dur ing the 
past decade, so has the search for Masonic 
related mater ial flour ished.

In the collect ing of Masonic postcards not 
only are you increasing your knowledge about 
the Craft , but you are assist ing in preserving 
our her itage.
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APRIL STAT ED

All American Meat Loaf and all that goes with it !

And of course,  Dessert    

T his meal prepared with loving care by Valley Chapter,  OES

Donat ion of $10 would be appreciated

PLEASE CALL JOHN OR KAREN BAKER @465-3711 
FOR YOUR RESERVAT IONS BY

Monday, Apr il 1st

Remember! Reservation are M ANDAT ORY!

Apr il 2019

Morning Star Lodge No. 19, 
F&AM P. O. Box 956 

Stockton, CA.  95201-0956  

Return Service Requested  

Request to the family of the 
member whose name appears 
below: Please not ify the above 
address if our member is in the 
hospital or nursing home or is 

deceased.  
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