
1

The Trest leboard

OBSERVING IN 
OCT OBER
Messages from the Worshipful Master and Secretary 
on upcoming dues not ices. 

Plus, Worshipful Baker dispels the darkness on 
Moral T urpitude
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COVER: Newly init iat ied Bro. Vernon Louis I I  with his father, 
Worshipful Gregory Louis, PM after the former 's init iat ion. 
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From the East
Worshipful Sonny Gotos, Jr. 

BRETHREN & FRIENDS,
Automation is the wave of the 
future! Or so I  have been told by the  
number of art icles I 've read on my 
Google Feed recent ly. 

One thing that will never be 
automated is the r itual of our 
beloved Craft  and that 's something 
we should all come to appreciate. 

In a world where success is defined 
by technological progress, we 
should stop and appreciate the fact that Freemasonry instead asks 
us to slow down and contemplate. 

Perhaps a more truthful motto of our Fraternity should be 
"Making Good Men Better (Incrementally)"

After all, what change can be good and last ing if it  is done in haste? 

Of course, there are ways we can innovate (a sometimes dir ty word 
in the Fraternity) by way of our communicat ion and, as you will 
soon see, how we process our dues. 

We will never automate the r itual of our Craft , but how about 
paying your year ly dues in advance automatically? 

Brothers Daniel Tao, Angel Sandoval, Feliciano Garcia, Jake 
Steele, and myself have been test ing the payment processing 
system for automated dues payments. We have been paying our 
dues via an automatic monthly charge and come December our 
Brother Secretary Moore will send us our 2020 dues cards. 

We look forward to providing you this opt ional service come 
January 2020 so that you too can pay for your 2021 dues in 
advance on a monthly automated basis. 

I f all of that was very confusing (understandably), I  would be glad 
to discuss this opt ion with you in person. And, no, our conversat ion 
will not be automated. 

Yours in service,
Bro. Sonny Gotos, Jr., PM
Worshipful Master
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From the West
Bro. James L innerman, PM 

BRETHREN & FRIENDS,

?T he length of the cable tow is 

the length of the cord of love that 

binds the heart  of a Mason to his 

fraternity?. 

Freemasonry can be, in part , 

considered a social organizat ion. 

I t  fosters natural fr iendliness and the true spir it  of brother ly love 

and affect ion that should take place in the lives of men associated 

and united for noble purposes. 

T he effort  we expend to shake the hand of a brother in Lodge, 

one we meet on the street or whose voice we respond to on the 

telephone helps increase the cable of each to the fraternity. 

Extend a hand to a brother Mason. 

Today is the challenge, it  ushers in tomorrow. ?From t ime 

immemorial? cont inues only through our efforts in Masonry 

today.

(I  or iginally wrote this art icle in 1988. I t  remains as relevant 

today, as it  was at that t ime.)

Fraternally,

Bro. James L innerman, PM

Senior Warden
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Greetings From the Secretary?s Desk,

Fall is here!!! The air is getting that ?crisp? feeling, 
Halloween is near and football season is in full gear. For 
those of you who may not have heard me whoop 
incessantly, I am an Auburn University fan. Our battle 
cry is ?War Eagle? which most will hear me say quite 
often. Come up to my desk some time and say ?War 
Eagle? and I know that we are family. Those that say 
?Roll Tide? must sit out with the Tiler. LOL.

The fall weather not only brings cooler weather and 
football it also brings Dues. Sometimes more depressing 
than knowing that it is 100 days before Christmas, but 
like that jovial holiday it comes whether we like it or not. 
It appears that Dues for Morning Star will be about 
$158.00 for the year 2020. While this number is not 
final as Grand Lodge must still approve it, the amount 
will be very close if not the amount quoted. Dues 
Notices will be sent to the membership right after 
Grand Lodge, but if you want to get a start on paying 
your dues now I will gladly accept it.

Moreover, if you want to get a start on paying your dues, 
and would like to make installments three payments of 
$53.00 your dues should be paid by the end of the year, 
and you will receive your Dues Card by January.

I would also like to encourage members to begin paying 
their dues for 2021 beginning in January 2020. If you 
begin in January, your Dues payment will be divided 
into 12 equal payments of $ 15.00 per month which 
should more than adequately cover your dues for 2021. 
If you would like to begin payments for your dues, please 
contact me and we can get you set up.

In January, Morning Star will also begin payments on 
the square. You will be able to make your dues payments 
by credit or debit card and not worry about checks or 
cash. It?s a simple system, and once our test period is 
complete, we should be more than ready to implement 
the system. Watch for announcements as we get closer 
to January.

Finally, I find that as I go through i-Member I run 
across members whose information is incomplete. with 
your Dues Notice I am including a questionnaire to 
update your Member Information. Please look for that 
form and send it back with your dues payment. If you 
would like to bring the questionnaire to me in Lodge 
feel free to do so, and I will enter your information into 
our system.

I hope to see everyone in Lodge real soon.

Fraternally,
Roger A. Moore
Secretary of Morning Star

FROM THE SECRETARY'S TABLE
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SCOTTISH RITE NEWS
Good day, my brothers: 

T he conferral of Scott ish Rite Honors only happens every 
other year and I  just  came back from the beaut iful 
Oakland Scott ish Rite where I  witnessed the coronat ion 
of I llustr ious Richard Garcia as an Inspector General 
Honorary. T hat to those of you who are not yet Scott ish 
Rite members, is the 33° . (T he highest honor that can be 
conferred by the Rite) What a day it  was!

In other SR news, the remodel of the Scott ish Rite office 
on the Mezzanine has taken shape and is 98% complete. 
Stop by and take a look. I  am sure you will approve. We 
might even offer you a cup of coffee and a chair  in which 
to sit . I f you would like to see the office when it  is not 
open, just  let  me know and I  will schedule a pr ivate tour 
for you. Not to ment ion that I  just  may have an 
applicat ion for Scott ish Rite Degrees in my pocket.

Fraternally, 
John L . Baker, 33°

SHRINE NEWS

and Meet ing at 6:00 p.m. $15.00. Dress is Business 

Casual, and everyone is welcome.

T he San Joaquin Shrine Stated Meet ing has changed its 

locat ion. We are meet ing on October 16, 2019 at Pacific 

Bowl in the banquet room. Dinner is prepared by Chucks 

so br ing your appet ite. Board of Directors meet at  5:30 

p.m. and the Meet ing starts at  6:00 p.m. Pacific Bowl is at  

5939 Pacific Avenue, Stockton. Come and try out our 

new locat ion. Everyone is welcome.

T he Shrine is looking for good Masons to become 

members!!! T he next Ceremonial (Init iat ion) is on 

November 2, 2019. For those who think the Shrine is a 

bunch of grown men who dress like clowns, r ide Go 

Karts, or put people in make believe jail. You?re r ight!!! 

T he Shrine is more of a social fraternity which is 

inclusive of family. T he emphasis on Shrine events is 

fun!!! However, while the Shrine has fun there is ser ious 

work to do. T he Ben Ali Shr ine supports the Shriner?s 

Hospital of Northern California. T he hospital helps 

children who are the vict ims of severe burns and 

orthopedic issues. T he individual cost to families is 

absolutely nothing!!! I  would like to encourage all Master 

Masons to check out the Shrine. I f you would like to be 

part  of one of the greatest char it ies in the world contact 

me at (209) 601-1448 or Roger.ramlaw007@gmail.com 

and I  will get you an applicat ion.

Remember it?s all about the K ids!!!

Bro. Roger Moore 

T he Shine is gett ing real busy to close out the year!!!

Ben Ali Shr ine Stated Meet ing is on October 8, 2019 at 

the Ben Ali Shr ine, 3262 Marysville Blvd, Sacramento, 

CA . T he theme of this meet ing is ?Chief Raban Night?. 

T he Chief Raban (who is Morning Star?s very own Jairo 

Gomez) will possibly be Potentate (if elected) for 2020, 

and he is going to out line his calendar of events and 

vision for the year 2020. Everyone from Morning Star 

please come and show him your support . RSVP at the 

Shrine at (916) 920-4107. Oasis is at  5:00 p.m., Dinner 
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Worshipful Bob Bussman (l) lets out a hearty laugh 
while posing with Bro.  James Farthing and Bro. Er ik 
Salonga. 

Bro. Farthing passed by the Stonecutters while on a 
shift  break. He is a Sergeant with Stockton PD. 

Seen on Scene 

A stolen shot of Bro. Corey Shaw, background, after his 2nd degree. Bro. Shaw is always busying himself 
t rying to help bus and t idy up after degrees. Certainly future Steward mater ial!

In the foreground is Bro. Hal Church who served as act ing Junior Deacon for the evening, Worshipful 
James Sanborn, who served as act ing Junior Warden, and Worshipful Sonny Gotos, who served as act ing 
Senior Warden for the evening. 

I t  was an excellent degree and we look forward to raising Bro. Shaw in ample form. 

Some after degree reveling after Bro. Corey Shaw's 2nd 
degree. T he act ing Worshipful Master for the evening 
was Bro. Edward Berbano and the Middle Chamber 
Lecture was delivered by Bro. Daniel Tao.

From left  to r ight, Worshipful Sonny Gotos, Wor. Rino 
Berbano, Edward Berbano, Corey Shaw, VJ Govind, 
Angelo Magdeleno, and Daniel Tao
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A preview  of the October 
Living Trest leboard Talk

At the October Stated Meet ing, Worshipful Gotos will give a short  L iving T rest leboard talk on 
the subject of "T he Beginnings of Freemasonry in Stockton". 

Below is pictured the previous Temple occupied by Morning Star and San Joaquin Lodges. 

I f you'd like to learn more about our history and how it  shapes our future, be sure to at tend the 
October Stated Meet ing on T hursday, October 3rd!
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BETHEL 83 NEWS
Hello all!

T hank you to everyone who supported our Spaghett i 
Dinner and Opportunity Drawing on Sep. 14. I t  was 
successful and money was raised for our Educat ional 
Fund which provides scholarships to our California 
Job?s Daughters members.

Our next fundraiser is the Boon catalog (formally 
known as Mixed Bags). You can see any Bethel 
Daughter for the catalog or go online to: 
ht tps://www.boonsupply.com/965628 Please pass the 
link along to anyone you know who may be interested. 
All online orders will get shipped direct ly to you and 
st ill benefit  the Bethel!! I f you have any quest ions, 
please contact Ashley Eberhard.

Our meet ings in October are on the 8th and 22nd. We 
are also host ing a Halloween movie night on Fr iday, 
October 25, 2019 at the Stockton Masonic Temple. I t  
is open to everyone. Please br ing your families and 
enjoy pizza, popcorn, candy, dr inks and a family 
fr iendly Halloween movie. We want this to be a 
prospect event for all Masonic Bodies. Invite anyone 
who you think would benefit  from joining one of our 
amazing youth or adult  Masonic bodies!! Be on the 
lookout for more information.

I f you know of any gir ls between the ages of 8 and 19 
that would be interested in joining in on any of the 
Bethel?s fun act ivit ies please let  us know. I f you would 
like more information onany Bethel act ivit ies or about 
Job?s Daughters, please contact the Bethel Guardian 
or the Associate Bethel Guardian. All Master Masons 
are welcomed to at tend all Bethel Meet ings.

Job?s Daughters Love,

Ashley Eberhard Jim Sanborn
Bethel Guardian Associate Bethel Guardian
(209)483-6793 (209) 570-7363 

Bethel83stockton@gmail.com 
jamesmacysanborn@gmail.com

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Christopher B. Frymire  -  Oct. 1, 1979

Fred Womble -  Oct. 2, 1924

James Sanborn, PM -  Oct. 3, 1959

Robert  M. Habel -  Oct. 6, 1925

Angelo Magdaleno -  Oct. 6, 1969

Matthew B. Harr is -  Oct. 9, 1983

Paul E. Ordaz -  Oct. 11, 1973

Richard C. Andersen -  Oct. 12, 1945

Robert  D. Leonard -  Oct. 12, 1944

Michael A. Flatos -  Oct. 13, 1979

Michael S. Sugi -  Oct. 13, 1983

Richard C. Cast leman -  Oct. 15, 1978

Alex Chaim Jr. -  Oct. 15, 1923

Warren B. Cole, Jr. -  Oct. 15, 1942

Adam D. Buchan -  Oct. 18, 1974

Gene B. Eacret -  Oct. 18, 1954

Sonny A. Gotos, PM -  Oct. 18, 1989

Armen Markar ian -  Oct. 20, 1926

Hack Lauderdale Sr. -  Oct. 22, 1928

Scott  Cunningham -  Oct. 25, 1972

Rhodoro T. Arcalas -  Oct. 27, 1954

Brian D. Bronson -  Oct. 28, 1960

Bruce D. Sweet -  Oct. 31, 1948

Richard J. Westfall -  Oct. 31, 1961

HAPPY BIRT HDAY, BRET HREN!
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The Masonic prohibition of men with a criminal history 

is well accepted but how many of know what is meant 

by the term ?Moral Turpitude?? It is really the 

commission of a crime of moral turpitude that is 

prohibited in Masonic brothers. The commission of 

other lesser types of crime are considered on an 

individual basis. Here is the definition of Moral 

Turpitude.

- Moral turpitude is defined as "The act of 

baseness, vileness, or the depravity in private or 

social duties which man owes to his fellow man, 

or to society in general, contrary to accepted and 

customary rule of right and duty between man 

and man. Act or behavior that gravely violates 

moral sentiment or accepted moral standards of 

community and is a morally culpable quality held 

to be present in some criminal offenses as 

distinguished from others." (Black's Law Dictionary, 

Sixth Edition)

- An action based on commission of acts where 

moral turpitude is involved does not require 

conviction of a crime. Some acts involving moral 

turpitude include activity such as immoral sexual 

behavior, or crimes for personal gain, fraud, or 

theft.

- The concept of moral turpitude depends on the 

degree of public harm produced by the act in 

question. In evaluating the conduct, the purpose 

for which the moral turpitude standard was 

established must be recognized, which was to 

insure that the public and other persons dealing 

with the licensee be protected against him/her.

Now, isn?t that clear?

Fraternally,

John L. Baker, PM

W HAT IS MORAL TURPITUDE?
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OCT OBER STAT ED

October 2019

Morning Star Lodge No. 19, 
F&AM P. O. Box 956 

Stockton, CA.  95201-0956  

Return Service Requested  

Request to the family of the 
member whose name appears 
below: Please not ify the above 
address if our member is in the 
hospital or nursing home or is 

deceased.  

NON-PROFIT  ORGN.

U.S. POSTAGE

P A I  D

ST OCKT ON, CALIF.

PERMIT  NO. 38

A reservat ion made is a reservat ion paid (no shows will be billed)

PLEASE CALL JOHN OR KAREN BAKER @ 465-3711 FOR YOUR RESERVAT IONS BY

T uesday Before the Stated Meet ing (September 3rd)

Remember! Reservat ion are MANDAT ORY

Octoberfest

Provided by Linden Chapter OES

Bratwurst, German Potato Salad, 
Red Cabbage & Green Salad

Dessert involves lots of Chocolate

Donation of $12 would be appreciated
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